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Summer Reading Program 2018 

for 

English IV ~ AP Literature & Composition 

Mrs. Piscopo 

 
 

I Reading Assignments: Cry, The Beloved Country by Alan Paton 

    The Wild Duck by Henrik Ibsen  

    The Metamorphosis by Franz Kafka 

 

II: Writing Assignment: The College Essay 

 

Greetings,  

 

This summer reading assignment packet contains information about each author and selection. The 

packet also contains a vocabulary assignment along with post-reading prompts. These prompts are an 

opportunity to make connections to the novels through critical thinking. You should also be prepared to 

explain your responses to the prompts upon request. As you read, you are expected to take notes for 

review before the school year begins.  

 

Please read through the packet before you begin reading the books to familiarize yourself with them. 

Feel free to annotate, highlight, or otherwise personalize this packet for yourself and complete all work 

directly in the packet. The completed packet is due on Monday, September 10, 2018, the same day 

there will be an in-class assessment on all of the books. Your college essay will be due on Thursday, 

August 9, 2018 which you must share with me on Google Docs at jpiscopo@srsd.org and e-mail me at 

jpiscopo@srsd.net to notify me that you have shared the essay with me. 

 

I expect you to have questions about the books as you read. I will be available throughout the summer to 

answer any questions/comments you may have. I will check my e-mail on a semi-regular basis so feel 

free to contact me through e-mail: jpiscopo@srsd.net. 

  

I look forward to sharing thoughts and ideas with you next year. 

 

Sincerely, 

Mrs. Piscopo 

Mrs. Jean Piscopo 

English Teacher 

Southern Regional High School 

 

      SOUTHERN REGIONAL SCHOOL DISTRICT 

90 Cedar Bridge Road 

Manahawkin, New Jersey 08050 
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Cry, The Beloved Country 
By Alan Paton 

 

Genre: Father’s quest for his son; courtroom drama; social criticism  

Setting: Mid-1940s, just after World War II in Ndotsheni and Johannesburg, South Africa 

Themes: Separation and reconciliation between fathers and sons; the impact of social injustice on 

individuals; crime and punishment; Christian love as a response to injustice 

Motifs: Descriptions of nature; anger and repentance; repeated phrases 

Symbols: The church, brightness, sunrise 

Tone : Lyrical, grieving, elegiac, occasionally bitter 

Publication date:  1948 

 

About the Author 
 Alan Stewart Paton was born and educated in Pietermaritzburg, KwaZulu-Natal. He started his 

career by teaching at a school in Ixopo where he met and married his first wife. The dramatic career 

change to director of a reformatory for black youths at Diepkloof, near Johannesburg, had a profound 

effect on his thinking. The publication of Cry, The Beloved Country (1948) made him one of South 

Africa's best known writers. It is a searing account of the inhumanity of apartheid* told in a lyrical voice 

which emphasizes Paton's love for the land and people of South Africa, and his hope for a change in the 

future. It remains a world bestseller and probably one of the most recognizable titles from this country. 

Paton became a full-time writer after this novel, producing novels (Too late the Phalarope, 1953, Ah, 

But Your Land is Beautiful, 1981), two volumes of his autobiography (Towards the Mountain, 1980, 

Journey Continued, 1988), short stories and biographies of J.H. Hofmeyr and Bishop Geoffrey Clayton 

among other writings. Following his non-racial ideals, he helped to found the South African Liberal 

Party and became its president. He remarried after the death of his first wife and remained living in 

Durban until he died. 

 

*a system of institutionalized racial segregation and discrimination in South Africa between 1948 and 1991. 

 

Why should I care about Cry, The Beloved Country? (From Schmoop.com) 

 
 Cry, the Beloved Country is an important book because it gives us a thoughtful, wide-ranging 

view on the moral and social implications of legalized racism in South Africa. But it's a great book 

because it ties all of these big issues to a simple story with which we can all identify: the story of a kid 

who makes a terrible mistake and who has to face consequences, to the heartbreak of his concerned 

father. 

 Certainly, the basic plot line of the decent-person-gone-wrong is pretty popular, no matter how 

many different versions we see of it. And we can totally see why. After all, at heart, these are all stories 

about more-or-less-okay people caught up in circumstances beyond their control. And 

who hasn't responded to a bad situation and somehow, totally accidentally, made things even worse? 

 In Cry, the Beloved Country, while we might occasionally find ourselves overwhelmed by the 

historical and social contexts of the book, we can always return to its familiar emotional core. The 

personal experiences of in-over-his-head Absalom and his worried father Kumalo give this novel a 

simple, heartfelt center with which we can all sympathize—maybe all too well. And clearly, Alan Paton 

hopes that we'll learn from Absalom's example without having to make the same really dire mistakes 

that he made. 
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Cry, The Beloved Country continued 

 

Characters 
Stephen Kumalo -  One of the novel’s two protagonists. Kumalo is an elderly Zulu priest who has spent 

all of his life in the village of Ndotsheni.  

 

James Jarvis -  The novel’s other protagonist, a white landowner whose farm overlooks Ndotsheni.  

 

Theophilus Msimangu -  Stephen Kumalo’s host and guide in Johannesburg.  

 

Absalom Kumalo -  Stephen Kumalo’s son. 

. 

John Kumalo -  Stephen Kumalo’s brother. Formerly a humble carpenter and a practicing Christian,  

 

Arthur Jarvis -  Arthur Jarvis’s name first appears in the novel after he has been murdered, but he is a 

powerful presence whose legacy hovers over the whole novel. 

 

Mrs. Kumalo -  Stephen Kumalo’s strong-minded, supportive, and loving wife.  

 

Gertrude Kumalo -  Stephen Kumalo’s sister and the original reason for his trip to Johannesburg.  

 

Gertrude’s son -  Kumalo’s nephew 

 

Mrs. Lithebe -  The woman with whom Kumalo stays in Johannesburg.  

 

The young man -  A young white man who works at the reformatory and attempts to reform Absalom.  

 

Father Vincent -  An Anglican priest from England who stays at the Sophiatown Mission and offers to 

help Kumalo with his troubles.  

 

Absalom’s girlfriend -  The kindhearted and quiet sixteen-year-old girl whom Absalom has 

impregnated. 

. 

Margaret Jarvis -  James Jarvis’s wife.  

 

John Harrison -  The brother of Mary Jarvis, Arthur Jarvis’s wife.  

 

Mr. Harrison -  Mary Jarvis’s father.  

 

Arthur’s son -  Although only a child, Arthur’s son is very much like his father.  

 

Napoleon Letsitsi -  The agricultural expert hired by James Jarvis to teach better farming techniques to 

the people of Ndotsheni.  

 

Matthew Kumalo -  John Kumalo’s son.  

 

Johannes Pafuri -  The third young man present at the attempted robbery of Arthur Jarvis’s house.  

 

Mr. Carmichael -  An acquaintance of Father Vincent’s who becomes Absalom’s lawyer.  

http://www.sparknotes.com/lit/cry/characters.html
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Cry, The Beloved Country continued 

 

The Judge -  The judge who presides over Absalom’s case. 

 

Dubula -  The second in a trio of powerful black politicians in Johannesburg.  

 

Tomlinson -  The third colleague of Dubula and John Kumalo. While not a great orator, Tomlinson is 

considered the smartest of the three. 

 

Mary Jarvis -  Arthur Jarvis’s wife. Mary takes her husband’s murder hard, but she remains strong for 

her children. She shares her husband’s commitment to justice 

 

Reading Notes: 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 
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The Wild Duck 

by Henrik Ibsen 1884 

Author Biography 

 Ibsen was born in 1828 in a small town in Norway. When he was fifteen years old, Ibsen left his 

family's home to begin an apprenticeship as an apothecary. Two years later, Ibsen fathered a child with 

an older housemaid, and he was obligated to provide financial support over the next fifteen years. 

 In the late 1840s, he began to prepare for university examinations. Once at university in 

Christiana (present-day Oslo), Ibsen became very involved with journalism. He edited a student paper, 

contributed articles to another paper, and worked on a satirical journal. He also spent a great deal of time 

on his writing. He completed and published his first play, Catiline, by 1849, and published poetry in a 

journal. In 1859, his one-act play, The Warrior's Barrow, becomes the first of his plays to be staged. 

 In 1851, when he was only twenty-three, Ibsen was engaged as playwright in residence at the 

National Theater in Bergen. Over the next several years, the theater company performed a new Ibsen 

play each year. By the end of the decade, his plays were also being performed at the Norwegian Theater 

in Christiana, where he assumed duties as the artistic director. In both of these capacities, Ibsen was 

expected to produce "national drama," which checked his artistic expression. The bankruptcy of the 

Norwegian Theater left Ibsen free to write for himself. 

 He was awarded a travel grant by the government, which was only the first of many grants that 

Ibsen received from the Norwegian government, including an annual stipend. He left Norway for Italy in 

1864, and he spent the next twenty-seven years primarily living abroad, only returning to Norway for 

short visits in 1874 and 1885. Despite his absence from his native country, he remained a well-known 

figure there. For instance, he attended the opening of the Suez Canal as Norway's representative, and in 

1873, he was knighted. 

 With A Doll's House (1879), classic Ibsen was born. In his work, Ibsen began the exploration of 

controversial, social issues. Many of his plays created a furor among European audiences. By the late 

1880s, however, Ibsen's work had become more self-analytic and symbolic. Works such as The Master 

Builder (1892) explore an artist's relation to society and contains an autobiographical element. 

 In 1891, Ibsen returned to Norway to live, and he continued to write plays. On his seventieth 

birthday, he was honored throughout Scandinavia. Also that year, the first volumes of the collected 

edition of his works were published in Denmark and Germany. In 1901, he suffered his first stroke. 

Another stroke two years later left him unable to write or walk. He died in 1906. 

 

Introduction 

 In a letter accompanying the manuscript for The Wild Duck, Henrik Ibsen wrote to his publisher, 

"This new play in many ways occupies a place of its own among my dramas; the method is in various 

respects a departure from my earlier one. ... The critics, will, I hope, find the points; in any case, they 

will find plenty to quarrel about, plenty to misinterpret." Ibsen, however, was disappointed in these early 

expectations. When the play opened in Scandinavia early in 1885, critics paid relatively little attention to 

it. The play soon traveled throughout the continent. While a few luminaries commended it notably the 

playwright George Bernard Shaw and the poet Rainer Maria Rilke earliest critics found the play 

incomprehensible and incoherent. Audiences, as well, showed little positive response to The Wild Duck. 

 In ensuing years, however, and as people began to understand both Ibsen's notion of             

"tragi-comedy" as well as his insightful characterization, the play began to develop the fine reputation it 

still holds today. Now popularly regarded as one of Ibsen's more important works, The Wild Duck gains 

further eminence in its issuance of Ibsen into a new era of writing, one in which symbolism and 

characterization, as opposed to social realism, gained prominence. With The Wild Duck, an already 

esteemed playwright showed his continued interest in exploring new interests and concerns through his 

work. 
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The Wild Duck continued 

 

Characters* 

 

Ekdal - This character was imprisoned, which led to the complete loss of his fortune, reputation, and 

military rank. 

Gina Ekdal - This character is a hard-working, kind woman who comes from a lower social class than 

her husband. 

Hedvig Ekdal - This character is a sensitive, intelligent girl who is kept out of school because of her 

failing eyesight. 

Hjalmar Ekdal - This character lives with his wife and daughter and runs a photographic business, but 

his wife does most of the work. 

Old Ekdal - This is another name for the character whose reputation is ruined due to having been 

imprisoned. 

Molvik - This character says that he drinks not because he is an alcoholic, but because a demon takes 

over and makes him do so. 

Dr. Relling - This character is one of the few characters who sees the world around him clearly but 

knows the people around him need their illusions. 

Mrs. Sorby - This character is a widowed housekeeper. 

Gregers Werle - This character strongly dislikes his father and has spent the past fifteen years in the 

north, away from his boyhood home. 

Hakon Werle - This character is a wealthy industrialist who is engaged to the housekeeper at the end of 

the play. 

 

*The name pronunciation key is on page VI in your book. 

 

Reading Notes: 

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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The Metamorphosis  

by Franz Kafka 1915 

 

Why should I care about Kafka’s Metamorphosis? (From Shmoop.com) 

 

 “Are you a fan of X-Men? Love Twilight? Enjoy Batman or Spiderman? Mythical creatures and 

animal avatars – you could say that all of these are expressions of protest against social convention, 

against ordinary notions of what human beings should and ought to be. And it’s no wonder that these 

incredibly popular books and films tap into adolescence as prime terrain for such fantastic 

transformations. Adolescence is not only a time when you establish your independence from your 

parents and their expectations, but also a time that comes with a host of psychological and physical 

changes that can be downright confusing. You could be the most well-adjusted, over-achieving person 

on the planet, but you’ve probably still had moments in your life where your changing body just seems 

like it belongs to someone else and has a mind of its own.  

 Welcome to the world of Kafka’s Metamorphosis, a Ferris Bueller’s Day Off gone horribly 

wrong. That little chirp in Gregor’s voice when he tries to talk? Ever had you vice crack due to those 

funny little chemicals called hormones? Gregor’s hyperactive crawling on the walls? Ever have 

difficulty sitting still? Those twitching antennae are an extreme version of a really bad hair day, and 

Gregor’s picture of a woman in furs is just your early 20th century version of a Victoria’s Secret 

Catalogue.  

 But what makes Kafka’s story such a classic is that it’s able to move from the universally 

recognizable experience of adolescent awkwardness to get at the big questions that haunt civilization as 

we know it. Why should people be “disposed of” as though they were so much “vermin” because they 

are different from what’s considered “normal”? And how can ordinary people be as cruel as the Samsas, 

who don’t seem particularly diabolical, but are able to turn their backs on their own family member, to 

the point of entertaining the idea of extermination – it’s murder, isn’t it? What capacity for cruelty 

resides in every human being? If Kafka’s story moves so seamlessly between the fantastic and the 

ordinary, it’s to remind us all to embrace our inner vermin – the very survival of human civilization may 

depend on it.” 

 

How can I get this book? 

➢ Check out the book through the school library. We have a limited number of copies – first come, 

first served. 

➢ You can listen to an audio version available for free at: 

https://librivox.org/the-metamorphosis-version-4-by-franz-kafka/  OR  

https://soundcloud.com/loretta-cosgrove-1/sets/metamorphosis  

➢ Read the full text online at: 

http://www.gutenberg.org/files/5200/5200-h/5200-h.htm  OR 

http://www.planetebook.com/ebooks/The -Metamorphosis.pdf  

➢ Procure the book through the local library or purchase your own copy 

Reading Notes: 

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

https://librivox.org/the-metamorphosis-version-4-by-franz-kafka/
https://soundcloud.com/loretta-cosgrove-1/sets/metamorphosis
http://www.gutenberg.org/files/5200/5200-h/5200-h.htm
http://www.planetebook.com/ebooks/The%20-Metamorphosis.pdf
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 The Metamorphosis by Franz Kafka 

Define each of the following vocabulary words: 

 

1. Desisted__________________________________________________________________ 

2. Malingerers________________________________________________________________ 

3. Superfluous________________________________________________________________ 

4. Enunciating________________________________________________________________ 

5. Precursor__________________________________________________________________ 

6. Arbitrary__________________________________________________________________ 

7. Repose____________________________________________________________________ 

8. Fretwork__________________________________________________________________ 

9. Obstinate__________________________________________________________________ 

10. Dunning___________________________________________________________________ 

11. Plausibly___________________________________________________________________ 

12. Unassailable________________________________________________________________ 

13. Presentiment________________________________________________________________ 

14. Indisposition________________________________________________________________ 

15. Pell-mell____________________________________________________________________ 

16. Punctuated__________________________________________________________________ 

17. Discernible___________________________________________________________________ 

18. Entreaty_____________________________________________________________________ 

19. Availed_____________________________________________________________________ 

20. Exasperating__________________________________________________________________ 

21. Impeded_____________________________________________________________________ 

22. Palpitating____________________________________________________________________ 

23. Concierge____________________________________________________________________ 

24. Laborious_____________________________________________________________________ 

25. Execrate______________________________________________________________________ 

26. Ministrations__________________________________________________________________ 

27. Bogey_______________________________________________________________________ 

28. Rucked______________________________________________________________________ 

29. Admonitions__________________________________________________________________ 

30. Mulishness____________________________________________________________________ 
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After completing the novels, choose one prompt for two books of your choice.  Choose a 

different prompt for each of your chosen books. Also, choose one other book for a reading log. 

Each project will be worth 25 points based on the 5-point rubric. Indicate your choice in your 

heading. 

 

 

1.  Create a childhood for a character. If your main character is an adult, try to figure out what he 

or she would have been like as a child. Write the story of his or her childhood in such a way that 

shows why he or she is the way he or she is in the novel. 

2. Social worker’s report.  If the events in the novel merit it, write up a report as a social worker 

would on the conditions in the home and whether or not it’s a good environment for a child. 

Include specific incidences. 1 to 2 pages typed and double-spaced. 

3. School counselor’s recommendation letter. Write a summary appraisal from the school 

counselor’s point of view that assess the character’s academic and personal qualities and promise 

for study in college. The college is particularly interested in evidence about character, relative 

maturity, integrity, independence, values, special interest, and any noteworthy talents or 

qualities. Why do you feel this student would be well-suited to attend college? 

4. Radio exchange.  Your character calls into a radio show for advice. Choose which show your 

character would call in to and then create the conversation he or she would have with the radio 

advice giver. Your written ‘conversation’ should be equivalent to a fifteen to twenty-minute 

interview. 

5. Yearbook entries.  Imagine what four characters from your novel were like in high school. Cut 

out a picture of a person from a magazine to represent each character. Mount one picture per 

page and under each picture place the following information which you will create: nickname of 

character; activities, clubs, sports they were in and what years; class mock award such as “class 

clown”; quotation that shows something about the person and what is important to him or her; 

favorites such as colors and foods; a book that has had a great impact on him or her; voted 

“most-likely-to” what?; plans after high school. (no larger than 11” x 17”). 

6. Letter exchange. Create a letter exchange between a character and the author or write a series (5 

minimum) of self-reflective letters from several characters on what the character learned about 

himself, others, and life. 
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Reading Log: 

 

Double Entry Journal: While you are reading, you will need to keep a double entry journal of no more 

than six entries for the book you read: two entries from the beginning, two from the middle, and two 

from the end of the book. This journal will have two columns:  

❖ The left side column is the place to write important quotes, scenes, bits of dialogue, and/or 

character descriptions.  You must include a page number on which each passage appears.  

❖ The right side column is where you explain why you chose the specific passage and its 

significance. 

❖ You may use this chart or write or type on separate paper. 

 

Double Entry Journal 

 

Page # - Quote/ Text 

 

Reaction, Connections, questions 
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                     Double-entry journal continued 
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II: Writing assignment: 

 
 

The College Essay          50 points 

 When applying for admission to your selected colleges, most will require you to write a personal 

statement to submit along with your college application. The personal statement is used by most colleges 

to help them evaluate the type of person you are, which can help differentiate yourself from other 

applicants who have similar academic backgrounds to yours.   

 This assignment is meant to be useful for your college applications. You may consider using 

prompts from the Common App. This is also your opportunity to showcase your written communication 

skills and an opportunity for me to evaluate your writing ability. 

 

 Things to keep in mind as you construct your essay:  

 

 Keep it personal; 

 Feel free to be funny or creative but do not overreach;  

 Tell them something they do not already know;  

 Be thoughtful;   

 Proofread your work; 

 300 – 500 words maximum. 

 

Your college essay will be due on Thursday, August 9, 2018 which you are to share with me on 

Google Docs at jpiscopo@srsd.org and notify me by e-mail (jpiscopo@srsd.net) that you have 

shared the document with me. Points will be deducted if submission is not made by the due date. 

 

 

NOTES: 

 

 

 

 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS:  

 A black or blue pen. 

 A 3-ring binder (1” – 1 ½”) with dividers for class.  It would be 

advisable to get one and label a section for vocabulary words and 

literary terms. You must look up all unknown words and record the 

definitions in your binder. 

 Active participation in class discussions is mandatory and graded. 

 

 

mailto:jpiscopo@srsd.org
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Writing Do’s and Don’ts  

 

Essays and class assignments: 
  

Do:   

 Pay attention to details 

 Proofread your work 

 Edit your work 

 Add a MLA heading to all your work that includes  

   Your name, my name, course name/period, and the date (see below) 

 

Don’t:   

 Use contractions 

 Refer to authors by their first name 

 Use the words “a lot”  

 Kids = goats; use children, teens, young adults, etc. 

   

 

Research Papers:  

 Clear and discernible thesis statement at end of introduction. 

 Student last name/ page #s in upper right hand corner 

 Works Cited in MLA format 

 In-text citations in MLA format (all of which clearly match up  

   to sources on Works Cited page)  

   MLA Heading: 

    First Name Last Name 

    Mrs. Piscopo 

    English IV AP Lit and Comp/1 

    August 9, 2018 
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Book Project Rubric 
 5 4 3 2 1 

Evidence of 

Reading 

 

 

 

 

The project 

provides 

ample 

evidence of 

the student 

having read 

the novel. 

The project provides 

evidence of the 

student having read 

the novel. 

The project 

provides some 

evidence that the 

student has read the 

novel. 

The project 

provides little 

evidence that the 

student has read 

the novel. 

The project 

provides no 

evidence that 

the student has 

read the novel. 

Relation to 

Novel 

 

 

 

 

 

The relation 

between the 

novel and the 

project is 

clear with 

strong and 

abundant 

textual 

evidence. 

The relation 

between the novel 

and the project is 

somewhat evident, 

with the use of some 

textual evidence. 

The relation 

between the novel 

and the project is 

weak, with little 

use of textual 

evidence. 

The relation 

between the 

novel and the 

project is not 

explained and 

textual evidence 

is inaccurate or 

missing. 

The relation 

between the 

novel and the 

project is non-

existent and 

there is no 

supporting 

textual 

evidence. 

Presentation & 

General 

Appearance 

 

 

 

 

Project is 

neat and 

orderly. 

Project is 

presented 

with 

excellent 

written skills.  

Project is mostly 

neat and orderly. 

Project has few 

errors in 

presentation. 

Project looks as if it 

were completed 

hastily. 

Project has multiple 

errors in 

presentation. 

Project is messy 

and 

disorganized. 

Project has 

many errors in 

presentation. 

Project is not 

complete and 

messy. 

Project has too 

many errors to 

understand the 

student’s 

objective. 

Effort 

 

 

 

The project 

shows great 

effort and 

planning. 

The project shows 

good effort and 

planning. 

The project shows 

some effort and 

planning. 

The project 

shows little 

effort and 

planning. 

The project 

shows no effort 

or planning. 

Interpretation, 

Critical 

Thinking & 

Creativity 

 

 

 

 

Character, 

themes, & 

issues are 

clearly 

identified & 

creatively 

explored. 

The project 

shows great 

insight & 

depth of 

thought. 

Character, themes, 

& issues are 

identified & 

explored.  

The project shows 

insight & depth of 

thought. 

Character, themes, 

& issues are 

identified but not 

explored fully.  

Character, 

themes, & issues 

are barely 

identified and 

there is no 

evidence of 

insight or 

creative 

thinking. 

Character, 

themes, & 

issues are not 

apparent or 

inaccurately 

identified. 
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